Knowledge Progression Sheet 
KS2 Geography

	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Stone Age to Iron Age
Explore the human geography including types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water. 

Identify human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time.

Challenge
Greater use of technical vocabulary in their explanations during travel through the ages exhibition.  
 

The Amazing Adventures of Ernest Shakleton
Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night). 

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.

Challenge



Mortimer v. Lyme Regis
Name and locate counties (Berkshire and Dorset) and cities (London) of the UK and their geographical regions, identifying human (main roads, buildings, significant infrastructures, manmade landmarks, quarries) and physical (rivers, lakes, mountains, coastlines, hills, sea) characteristics. 

Identify topographical features of Mortimer and Lyme Regis, including mountains and rivers. 

Explore land use patterns and how these have changed over time. 

Understand geographical similarities and differences by studying the human and physical geography of Mortimer and Lyme Regis. 

Challenge
Comparing Mortimer and Lyme Regis to a bigger town of their choice and demonstrating the key knowledge and skills with this additional comparison. 

Field Work
Know how to use OS maps to locate Mortimer, surrounding villages and towns. 

Understand symbols and keys on OS maps are use these to build knowledge of the land use within the local area. 
 
Understand that 4 figure grid references can be used to locate specific physical (e.g. woods) and human (e.g. towns) geography on OS maps. 

Use 4 compass points to plot locations around Mortimer using atlases and local maps. 

Begin to distinguish between human and physical geography. 

Use observations and OS maps to identify the key topographical features and land use of Mortimer.  

Create labelled maps of the village and immediate surroundings.

	Down The Nile
Know what human and physical geography are and how they impact each other. 
 
Know where on a globe Egypt, Africa, are located. 
 
Know Egypt is in the continent of Africa, which is in the Southern Hemisphere.
 
Know the River Nile runs through Egypt and is formed from the White Nile and the Blue Nile.
 
Know that a map is divided up into grids to help locate specific places using grid references. 
 
Know that you can use 4 or 6 figures of grid references.
 
Know that maps have standardised symbols and use a key to help. 
 
Know that heavy rain in the mountains of Ethiopia used to send torrents of rain that caused the River Nile to flood annually. 
 
Know the building of the Aswan Dam (human feature) now controls the flow of water down the River Nile and has stopped the annual flooding.
 
Challenge
Research the impact of other dams built around the world e.g. Hoover Dam, USA and how it has enabled/impacted on life.

Incredible Iceland: Land of ice and fire
Know what human and physical geography are and how they impact each other. 

Know where on a globe Iceland is located. 

Know where on a globe the UK is located. 

Know that Iceland is part of Europe. 

Know that a map is divided up into grids to help locate specific places using grid references. 

Know that you can use 4 or 6 figures of grid references.

Know that maps have standardised symbols and use a key to help. 

Know that Iceland sits on the Eurasian and North American tectonic plates.

Know the key physical characteristics of Iceland including being covered by ice, volcanoes, glaciers and geysers.

Know that 11% of the country is covered by glaciers. 

Know that there are 31 volcanoes on Iceland. 

Know that 80% of the island is uninhabited. 

Know how the islanders use the natural resources to their benefit e.g. heating homes.  

Know there are 2 types of earthquakes in Iceland- 1. Those from movement of the tectonic plates.
2. Those from the volcanic activity and the movement of magma.

Know that most rivers in Iceland start at the glaciers. 

Know what the water cycle is. 

Know what a geyser is.

Challenge
Apply their knowledge to make a model of the water cycle. 

Field Work
Know that there are different amenities in Reading using local OS maps and digital maps. 

Identify the different human and physical geography around Reading. 

Know how to create detailed, labelled maps of Reading. 

Identify how to carry out environmental surveys of Reading- what amenities are there?/which is tidier? 

Know the compass points and 4 and 6 figure grid references to locate places in the town. 

Know geographical language to give directions to and from a location in Reading.
	Amazing Arizona
Know where on a globe North America is located and that it is a continent in the Northern Hemisphere. 
 
Know where on a globe the UK is located.  Know that it is in the Northern Hemisphere and in the continent of Europe.
 
Know that Arizona is a state of America.  
 
Know what human and physical geography are and how they impact each other.  
 
Know and understand geographical similarities and differences between the UK and Arizona. 
 
Describe and understand the climate zone, biome and vegetation belt for Arizona. 
 
Understand how the Colorado River helped to form the Grand Canyon. 
 
Understand the types of settlement and land use, economic activity and distribution of natural resources in Arizona.
Field Work
Know that a map is divided up into grids to help locate specific places using grid references.  
 
Know that you can use 4 or 6 figures of grid references. 
 
Know that maps have standardised symbols and use a key to help.  

Challenge
Plan a holiday to Arizona following a set brief (budget, length, interests).  
 
Compare Native Indian daily life to the present day. 

Field Work
Know the different waterways in our immediate area using local OS maps and digital maps. 

Know the different human and physical geography around these waterways. 

Create labelled maps of the local waterways and identified land use immediately around these. 

Create a labelled map of the Thames from source to sea.

Map the Kennet and Avon canal. 

Compare the River Thames to the Kennet and Avon Canal- human and physical plus use. 



	Discovering the Galapagos
To know the Galapagos are an archipelago of volcanic islands that span across the equator line. 
 
To locate the Galapagos Islands on a world map, know that the islands lie in the Pacific Ocean.   
 
To locate the capital city of the Galapagos Islands and also key places of interest. E.g. Charles Darwin Research Centre.  
 
To know and name the five currents which converge at the Galapagos Islands.  
 
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features, including ‘volcano’, ‘vegetation’, ‘season’ and ‘weather’. 
 
To understand some of the geographical similarities and differences between the Galapagos Islands and the UK in terms of habitats for wildlife and plants.  

Challenge
After collecting, analysing and comparing geographical similarities and differences between the Galapagos and the UK children will need to write a report explaining their geographical findings using evidence to support their theories.  

Northern Lights
To define a settlement.  
 
To recognise different types of settlements.  
 
To identify features that would be attractive to settlers and explain why.  
 
To understand the factors involved in the growth of a settlement.  
 
To understand that land use reflects the main functions of settlements.  
 
To comment on the physical geography of settlements including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle.

Challenge
Children to draw up plans to explain how settlements within their fantasy worlds could grow and develop. How would the land help sustain the settlement and encourage growth? Children to consider factors which could affect the growth. E.g. seasons, weather, land etc. and explain and justify their workings to others.

Wonders of Peru
Locate South America, Peru, Pacific Ocean, Andes mountains and the Amazon.  
 
Locate the three environmental regions of Peru: Costa (coast), Sierra (Andes mountains), Selva (Amazon rainforest). 
 
Locate the major cities of Lima, Trujillo, Chiclayo, Tacna, Arequipa, Cusco, Cajamarca and Iquitos. 
 
Identify where Peru is on a world map in relation to the Equator and the Tropic of Capricorn, and the Prime / Greenwich Meridian, understanding how this links to day / night and the time difference to other places in the world. 
 
Understand the geographical similarities and differences between the regions of Peru, and also compare these to Eyam, Iceland and Arizona.  
 
Describe and understand how the climate is affected by location (e.g. near the Equator or Arctic / Antarctic circles) and altitude, and that the climates of Peru are arid/semi-arid, highland or alpine and tropical, compared to the climates of Eyam - temperate, Iceland - polar and Arizona – arid.  
 
Describe and understand the different biome and vegetation belts of the Costa - desert, the Sierra - tundra and the Selva - rainforest, compared to Eyam - temperate, Iceland - tundra and Arizona – desert / chaparral. 
 
Describe and understand the different parts of a river, how it is formed, how it changes over time and locate the major rivers in Peru, including the tributaries of the Amazon. 
 
Describe and understand the natural resources of Peru: the minerals, fish, cacao, coffee, potatoes, trees, wildlife, natural gas and rivers. 
  
Describe and understand where the major cities and settlements are located – on rivers in the Costa region, near mines in the Sierra region, very few locations in the Selva. 
 
Describe and understand why the main industries are mining, fishing, agriculture and tourism.  
 
Know that Peru exports products to countries such as China, USA and Switzerland, and that Peru imports products from countries such as China, USA and Brazil. 
 
Describe how natural gas located in the mountains is used as an energy source in Peru and how river water produces most of Peru’s electricity. 
 
Know that Peru is a developing country and that there are inequalities between people living in the larger settlements and more rural communities.

Challenge
Independently, research a product (e.g. fish, coffee, cacao, gold) from the raw material through the global supply chain. This will include a description of how, where and why the product is sourced in that location in Peru; a map of the journey from raw product to end destination showing the modes of transport, transport routes; and the importance to the people of Peru. Depending on the product, this could include the importance of fair trade. 
 
They will present their findings to the class. 

Field Work
Know the different roads (motorways, A and B roads) and railways in our immediate area using local OS maps and digital maps. 

Know that you can use 6 figure grid references to locate specific roads and railways points on OS maps. 

Know that the 8 compass points can be used to plot locations in the UK in relation to Mortimer using atlases. 

Identify symbols and keys on OS maps to build knowledge of the local area. 

Know that there are different human and physical geography around the roads and railway lines. 

Create labelled maps of the local routes and identified land use immediately around these.
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